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Submitted by Porfirio Raya

Kansas City Chapter members present an EWMC National Scholarship Award to Jessica Akins.  Jessica’s mother, Terral Akins is a member of the Kansas City Chapter. Jessica completed all of the requirements to receive a $500 check in January.  Three other awardees will complete their requirements this year.  At that time they will each receive a $500 check from the National.

EWMC REPORT

18th Annual Conference

By Joseph K. Wells

On January 17-20, 2008, the Electrical Workers Minority Caucus held its 18th Annual Leadership Conference in Los Angeles, California. This years’ widely anticipated conference was a tremendous success due in part to the leadership and teamwork of the EWMC’s executive committee, conference-planning committee and the contributions and cooperation of the host chapters and IBEW Local Unions 11, 18 and 47.

The theme of this year’s conference was “Building Power to Make the Dream a Reality.” The four-day conference featured special guest speakers, lectures and workshops centered on the theme. The conference was kicked off by the EWMC’s continued commitment to community service as EWMC volunteers visited various churches, schools and shelters in the Los Angeles area with the sole purpose of lending a helping hand to those in need. The outing proved to be an overwhelming success. “Kudos to all the volunteers”.

Friday, January 18, 2008, the official opening day, featured an array of guest speakers including Los Angeles Mayor Antonio R. Villaraigosa who spoke of his commitment to organized labor and his special relationship with the IBEW. In his speech, Mayor Villaraigosa stressed the need for equitable representation of women and minorities within the labor movement and throughout the political landscape. 

Also featured on Friday, retired Fifth District International Vice President Mel Horton who delivered a resounding and most inspiring tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. as 2008 marks the 40th Anniversary of Dr. Kings’ death. Friday’s agenda also covered panel discussions on progress in the workplace and workshops on how to make IBEW Resolution No. 15 a reality throughout our Union.  Resolution No. 15 was adopted at the 37th IBEW Convention September 8-15, 2006 in Cleveland, Ohio and specifies diversity and full inclusion at all levels of the IBEW.

Rounding out the day was the Gala Event entitled “Party with a Purpose”, which featured food, drinks and live music. The event was held at B.B.King’s Restaurant, Universal Studios and was sponsored by Locals 11, 18 and 47. 

On Saturday, guest speaker California Congresswomen Laura Richardson and keynote speaker IBEW International President Ed Hill greeted delegates. Congresswoman Richardson’s enthusiastic address was well received as she gave a first hand account of being raised in a union household and of being a union member herself; she left no doubt about her commitment to organized labor.

The keynote address by President Hill was committed and extremely encouraging. President Hill’s comments were highlighted by his emphasis on the need for further diversity within the IBEW, election of a Democratic president in 2008, and solving the immigration issue and its effect on organized labor. The day also featured workshops in mentoring, economics and immigration. 

Saturday evening featured the Annual EWMC Awards Dinner Dance, which highlighted the hard work and accomplishments of various EWMC members and acknowledged the outstanding Chapter of the year; this year’s award was presented to and shared by Los Angeles Chapter Local 11 and Washington, DC Chapter Local 26.

On Sunday, the 2008 Conference drew to a close and consisted of workshops, Chapter President’s reports, and closing remarks by EWMC National President Robbie Sparks. 

In closing, President Sparks informed the membership of her desire to have the 2009 conference in New Orleans, LA but deferred to the membership to decide, and in overwhelming agreement, New Orleans was chosen as the site of the 19th Annual Conference.  President Sparks also gave special thanks to the 9th District International Vice President Mike Mowrey, along with Local Unions 11, 18 and 47 for being exceptional hosts and helping to make this year’s conference a success. This year's conference was outstanding.
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18th Annual Conference

 

By Gary Parker and Bob Oedy 

The Electrical Workers Minority Conference was held at the Sheraton Universal in Los Angeles. The conference began with a Community Service Day on Thursday, January 17th.

Over 150 Volunteers from around the country helped to beautify local schools for children of special needs. Members performed landscaping, planting and painting, refreshed greenhouses and nurseries to help the children who suffer from multiple sclerosis, autism, Down syndrome, cerebral palsy, and/or are severely mentally challenged. Other projects included serving food to senior citizens, painting a senior citizens’ dining room, restoring a church sidewalk, and wiring emergency and transitional home for women.

EWMC member volunteers were shuttled to each project via charter bus, IBEW Local 11 vans, or by IBEW Local 47 staff members. 

Breakthrough Leadership Training was led by Mel Horton, retired 5th District International Vice President. 

The Chapter Presidents’ Meeting and the Youth Caucus were lead by EWMC President Robbie Sparks.  Members between the age of 18 and 36 were encouraged to attend the Youth Caucus

The National Meeting was opened on Friday January 18th, with Executive Committee, Business Manager 595 Victor Uno presiding. Gary Parker EWMC Executive Board and EWMC Chapter President Local 11 led the Pledge of Allegiance. Marvin Kropke Business Manager Local 11 introduced Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa as a guest speaker and he gave an enthusiastic welcome to all that attended. During his remarks, he mentioned that he just returned from a campaign trip for Hillary Clinton. 

Robbie Sparks, President EWMC, Business Manager Local 2127 and Royetta Sanford, EWMC Program Coordinator, led a memorial for members and friends of families that passed away in the last year.

Russell Ponder, Executive Committee EWMC, Vice President and Business Representative, Local 134 Chicago, gave the introduction of officers, delegates and guests.

Patrick Lavin, International Executive Council IBEW and Business Manager of Local 47 and Brian D’Arcy Business Manager Local 18, welcomed the delegates. Maria Elena Durazo, Secretary Treasurer of the Los Angeles County Federation of Labor, was the special guest speaker.

Douglas Griffith, EWMC Executive Committee and IBEW Local 3 Business Representative presented the Rules and Order of Business Committee’s recommendations for the orderly conduct of business at the conference.

John Easton, Jr., EWMC Executive Committee and Business Manager IBEW Local 716, gave the Bylaws Committee report.

Carolyn Williams, Director, IBEW Human Services Department, gave an International Office report. 

Cecelie Counts, Legislative Representative, AFL-CIO, lead a plenary workshop entitled, “Plan Your Work and Work Your Plan.”

Victoria Higgins, EWMC Executive Committee and Treasurer of Local 1637 presided over the luncheon events. Reverend Eric Lee, President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, addressed the delegates during lunch. 

After lunch, the delegates broke into Construction and Industrial Caucuses. Representatives from each caucus group reported on the topics discussed and their findings.  Fred Naranjo, EWMC Executive Committee and IBEW Local 66 Executive Committee led the session.

Friday evening, a dinner event was held at BB King’s Restaurant.  The event was, sponsored by IBEW Locals 11, 18, and 47. Members of Local 3 of the Musician’s Union provided entertainment.  Delegates and guests enjoyed the evening. 

On Saturday morning the meeting was presided over by Dorothy Fortier, Secretary/Treasurer of EWMC, and Assistant Business Manager of Local 1245. Charlotte White, Executive Committee EWMC, and Business Representative and Organizer of Local 15, gave the invocation. Michael Mowrey, 9th District International Vice President greeted and addressed the attendees. Marvin Kropke, Business Manager Local 11, introduced the Honorable Laura Richardson, Congresswoman 37th District, California. During Local 47 Business Manager Pat Lavin’s introduction of International President Edwin D. Hill, Brother Lavin was surprised with an EWMC Lifetime Achievement Award. 

International President Edwin D. Hill was the keynote speaker, and after his address he fielded questions from delegates. 

Sherilyn Wright, International Representative, led a plenary panel discussion entitled, “Immigration: What’s at Stake?” Other panelists were Eddie Acosta, AFL-CIO and Wilson Riles, Jr., Black Alliance for Just Immigration. 

Mel Horton gave a rousing and informative discussion entitled, “The Big Squeeze-Part Two: Politics, Policy and the American Dream.”

After lunch the delegates broke into workshop groups discussing issues such as elections, mentoring, social and economic justice, and immigration. The Awards Banquet was held Saturday evening.

During the evening a monetary donation was given to a local charity, Dare U to Care Outreach Ministries. Their focus is helping people with drug and alcohol related issues.

National Recognition Awards were given to Eric Brown EWMC Recording Secretary Local 11, Los Angeles, Gary Parker, EWMC Chapter President, Local 11, and Alfred Fortier, President, EWMC Northern California Chapter, which is comprised of members of Locals 6, Local 595 and 1245.

DJ George Jackson EWMC Local 11 Chapter Vice President provided music.

Yvette Goods, Executive Committee EWMC and Journeyperson Local 1, welcoming the delegates, opened the meeting on Sunday.

A principal from one of the special needs schools gave a heart felt “thank you” to the EWMC for sponsoring the Community Service Day. She especially thanked the delegates who participated in the event at her school.  She was extremely grateful that the EWMC would donate a day to perform strenuous labor to beautify the schools that affect the lives of children with special needs.

Larry R. Greenhill Senior, VP/Business Representative, Local 26 and EWMC Chapter President gave the invocation.  Brother Greenhill and other Chapter Presidents updated delegates on their chapter activities, which included many events with a positive impact on a nationwide basis within the IBEW.

With feelings of great brotherhood and solidarity Robbie Sparks brought the meeting to a conclusion. 

 

Contributed by Gary Parker and Bob Oedy EWMC.
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By Grace Smith

The Eighteenth Annual EWMC conference took place in Los Angles, California.  With the theme “Building Power to Make the Dream a Reality”, over two hundred fifty members of IBEW were present. It was a gathering of union brothers and sisters from all levels of the union and cultures, coming together in unity to uphold a cause.  Like years past coming as it did prior to Martin Luther King Day, the conference was a picture of Dr. King's dream.

The majority of attendees arrived in Los Angles on January 16 and volunteered for a community service project. In total 160 members volunteered. The project this year included Casa De Rosas Emergency Shelter and Transitional Housing for Women, First Christian Church, Leichman High School, Lowman Elementary School, Lull Elementary School and Miller Career & Transition Center. Participants described the experience as "giving back to those in need" and "feeling useful.” The overall effort was very impressive to the members. Volunteers returned to the hotel tired but satisfied by a sense of accomplishment.  This year the Chapter Presidents and Executive Board Members had the opportunity to attend the Breakthrough Leadership Training, (BLTI) a non-profit 501 (c) (3) training organization that provides women and people of color with the knowledge and skills they need to enhance their opportunities within union leadership positions.   

The official opening of the conference took place on Friday, January 18 at 8:30 a.m. with the plenary session. Robbie Sparks, President and Business Manager of Local 2127, lead the conference. Speakers included Los Angles County Federation of Labor Secretary-Treasurer Maria E. Durazo and retired IBEW Fifth District International Vice President Mel Horton’s presentation was dynamic, “A Tribute to Dr. King”. Without a doubt Mr. Horton knew how to inspire and enchant his audience.  We also had a superb workshop “Plan Your Work and Work Your Plan”, by Cecelie Counts, which included a breakout session where each delegate worked together for the betterment of EWMC.

 The day followed with other speakers and topics including Reverend Eric Lee, President of Southern Christian Leadership Conference. “Diversity Leading the Way” by Victor Uno, EWMC Executive Committee and Business Manager, Local 595.   Followed by “Keeping it Real”, with a panel discussion and ending the workshops with Branch Caucuses.  That night we partied with a purpose at B.B. King’s Restaurant at Universal Studios Boardwalk.    

Saturday's meeting began promptly at 8:00 a.m. Delegates were welcomed by Business Mangers and the Honorable Laura Richardson, Congresswoman, 37th District, California.  Our own International President, Edwin D. Hill gave the keynote address.

A panel discussion on “Immigration: What’s at Stake?” with Sherilyn Wright, Eddie Acosta and Wilson Riles Jr. 

The rest of the day was devoted to workshops: 

“The Big Squeeze-Part Two: Policy and The American Dream” by Mel Horton, a labor educator. 

“The 2008 Elections: Mobilizing to Win” by Sherilyn Wright, International Representative IBEW

“Forever Lifting and Moving Up through Mentoring” by Eric Brown and Donna Hammond

“Building Bridges and Alliances for Social and Economic Justice” by Tony Sarimento, Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance

“Immigration-A Human and Civil Rights Issue” by Wilson Riles, Jr. Black Alliance for Just Immigration

Saturday evening ended with an awards dinner and Community Service and Scholarship presentation. The concluding day, Sunday, January 20, featured more workshops, several EWMC chapter reports and caucus business. 

I would characterize the conference as an inspiring event. It presented the opportunity for learning, as well as for networking among interesting brothers and sisters from across the country. In my opinion this is a positive movement for the IBEW. It merits the support of all locals and should not be considered exclusively a minority cause. Ultimately the caucus affects everyone and thus merits the support of all IBEW members regardless of race or gender.

To all 2008 

Conference Sponsors and 

Conference Committee Members:

Your hard work made our

Conference a success.

Again, thank you for your assistance, 
dedication and invaluable help.

Executive Committee 

Please mail membership status questions and new member applications to Dorothy Fortier, EWMC Secretary-Treasurer. at PO Box 642, El Cerrito, CA 94530 or call (510) 848 6714 

If you have other questions or concerns please contact the Executive Committee member in the area closest to you. 

President
Robbie Sparks, President/Business Mgr. 
Local 2127, Atlanta, GA
770/484-9105 

Vice President/Business Rep. 
Russell Ponder
Local 134, Chicago, IL
708/799-1388 

Secretary-Treasurer
Dorothy Fortier, ABM
Local 1245, Vacaville, CA
510/848-6714
ewmc2@yahoo.com 

Members-at-Large
John E. Easton, Jr., Business Manager/Financial Secretary
Local 716, Houston, TX
713/869-8900 

Yvette Goods, Electrician
Local 1, St. Louis, MO
314/608-0142 

Douglas Griffith, Bus. Rep. 
Local 3, Flushing, NY
718/591-4000 

Victoria Higgins, Treasurer
Local 1637, Erie, PA
814/833-1637 

Fred Naranjo, Ex. Board
Local 66, Houston, TX
409/370-0420 

Gary Parker, Bus. Rep. /Organizer
Local 11, Los Angeles, CA
323/879-1226

Victor Uno, Business Mgr. 
Local 595, Dublin, CA
925/556-0595 

Charlotte White, Bus. Rep. /Organizer
Local 15, Downers Grove, IL
708/243-5629 
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